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“But at idnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymnsto God, and the prisoners were listening

to them. Suddenly there was a treat earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and
immediately all the doors were opened and everyone' s chains were loosed.” Acts 16:25-26

These two ver ses serve to be a description of the setting of an event that endswith the spiritual
regener ation of a man and hiswhole household. What issignificant with thisincident isthe activity that
isdisplayed by Paul and Silas. They are praying and singing hymnsto God. God isthe focus of their
attention and the only one unto whom they are directing every form of their communication.

Isn’'t thisinteresting? These men who have been imprisoned because of faithfulnessto their Lord are
here seen as till directing all their attention unto Him. Lukeisnot led of the Holy Spirit to reveal to us
precisely what they were praying about to God, or exactly what was the content of the hymnsthat they
wer e singing unto Him, but only that they were, even in these most inconvenient of circumstances,
focusing -- not on the fact that they werelocked up in the stocks of a stinky, smelly ole’ prison -- but
that they adored and revered and loved the Lord their God. And, whileall thiswas going on, the Word
plainly saysthat “the prisoners were listening to them”.

The prisonerswerelistening to them, but it isthejailer who was asleep that becomes the recipient of the
grace of faith! Sovereign Almighty God, while or chestrating the situation so that all the prisonerswould
hear the gospel through the praying and hymn singing of Paul and Silas, at the same time causes an
earthquaketo occur in order to awaken thejailer and bring him to Chrid. It isan amazing
demonstration. All the prisonerswerein essence, completely set free. God caused not only all the doors
of the prison to be opened, but He also loosed all the chains of the prisoners. And yet, it isthejailer that
isultimately reached with the truth of the gospd of the glory of Christ. What a marvelous miracle of
grace!

There are a couple of things about thisevent that | think areimportant for usto realize where our
witnessfor Christ isconcerned. First, no matter wherewe are, or what circumstances we may bein, we
should alwaysremember God’s overall sovereignty and rejoicethat weare, in fact, His children for
whom everything will ultimately turn out for our eternal good and His eternal glory. Next, we should
never underestimate the power of the gospel message even if it isbeing publicly conveyed from us
through our praying, or our hymn singing. Satan just cannot successfully combat -- the blood of the
Lamb and the word of our testimony.

Sin is definitely endaving, but the liberation of the gospéel is spiritually contagious. Nevertheless, it

cannot be spread through our silence. God has divinely decreed that the gospel must be boldly
demonstrated and declared in order for it to be effective.

All that we attempt to do here at Del-Haven istoward thisend -- the bold demon-stration and

declaration of the gospd. Your support in whatever way that our Lord causesit to be equals your
involvement in this ministry. We thank and praise God for each and every one of you. It isthrough the
moving of the Lord in your faithful-ness and love to give your prayers, your time and your giftsthat has
served to sustain the gospel ministry of Del-Haven over these last 51yfar§xﬁlp{ggg%n f.ng,IdS, theraceis

still on! Thefight for souls hasnot yet cometo an end! : «'Cﬂfwﬁl



Prayer Concerns

Please pray with us concerning thisup and coming camp season. As always, we arein need
of dedicated staff help who arewilling to go to the front of the battle line, so to speak,
wherethe children are concerned. Even though, because of the winter weather, things may
seem to berather dead, and at a standstill out hereright now, it will not be long before we
will once again be faced with the prospects of another active season of gospel service. And,
remember that it is so often true that when the Word is ministered unto one of these
children, it isvery often also, by the Holy Spirit, ministered unto their whole house. We
have witnessed over the yearsthat this, indeed, isonly one of the waysthat our Lord,
through a ministry to children, in reality, affects a whole generation. Aslong assin and
death reign here, thisworld will never ever really change. We must under stand that it isfor
the eternal kingdom of Christ, and the populating of His Heaven through the winning of
souls, that motivatesusin all our labor. Thank you for continuing to be a part of this

endeavor.

A letter that Sheri DeSchepper recelved just a few years
ago from allittle girl named Patricia ssemsto touch the
very pulse of what weareall heretotry todofor Christ.

Dear Shari,
| have three other letters. Can you give one to Marybeth? It
has her namein the corner and so does Jessies. (sheis
referring to my daughter, Marybeth, and Jesse Gragg, who
wer e both counsdlorswith us at that time) My counselor
Jessie -- not the boy Jessie. Please, I’'m still crying because |
missthem a lot. They were so nice and so so giggly. Well |
miss them and | missyou to. | still remember the verses. The
first oneis, But God commended His love toward usin that
while we were still sinners Christ died for us, Romansfive
eight. The second oneis, For by grace you are saved through
faith and that not of yourselvesit isthe gift of God.

Love,
Patricia

For the last threeyears Patricia and her sister Sara have
been thefirst to respond with applicationsto cometo
camp. Thereisno doubt, here, that theLord istruly
revealing Himself to thisyoung girl. And, dear ones,
Patriciaisjust one example of the many, many more
children who actively demonstrate the inner soul

quickening presence of the Holy Spirit.

“Thefruit of therighteousisatree of life; and he that wins soulsiswise.” Pr.11:30



